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The paintings in ‘Ever y thing is’ signal a widening of perspective for Sydney ar tist James Ettelson as he translates
ever yday experience into a tightly-knit tapestr y of marks, motifs and colour. ‘It’s seeing the world through my eyes,’ says
the ar tist, who ciphers inspiration from family, friends, landscape, love and loss – and ever y thing in between.
Having spent much of his childhood travelling with his parents, Ettelson honed the ar t of looking; of ingesting experience
and imprinting it on his mind’s eye. This valency of perception is symbolised in the series by a recurring eye motif, which
peers out from each canvas with unblinking vigour. Playing with the notion of the gaze, these ubiquitous eyes reflect
our own. They are also por tals to another realm; a world of patterned pixels and colourful glitches. In Bright Eyes, a
mosaic of shapes, patterns and motifs framed by grids of blue create an urban patchwork reflecting Ettelson’s interest
in the aesthetics of modern architecture. Another work, On the mike, visualises the notion of fate, its lineal maze and
medley of marks signifying the many different crossroads that materialise along the highway of life. For the ar tist, this
work is about negotiating a balance between parallel paths. Yet while Ettelson meditates on his personal journey, the
non-representational detail of the works nur tures a multitude of readings: the viewer may imagine lights flashing in a
buzzing metropolis, cellular structures under a microscope or the tonalities, timbres and textures of a jazz composition.
Herein lies the intrigue of Ettelson’s visual rhetoric; that it manages to conjure, simultaneously, a vast spectrum of
imager y. This is prefaced by the title of the show, ‘Ever y thing Is’, which is both truncated statement and open- ended
question for the viewer to complete based on their own experience and imagination.
The series signals a new process for Ettelson, who painted section by section, instead of his former holistic approach,
and allowed himself to incorporate greater space in the works. Employing acr ylic, spray paint, stenciling and layering, the
ar tist builds each canvas without preconception, tapping into the intuitive channel between head and hand, imagination
and realisation. Each work is like a painterly stream of consciousness that twists and turns across a constellation
of topographies. The paintings are at once raw and refined, intuitive and highly constructed, and at the hear t of this
dichotomous style is a quest for harmony. ‘I’m searching for the balance between ever y thing’, says Ettleson, who sees
his works as exercises in equilibrium via undiluted self- expression. Reacting to the ways in which technology shapes
and warps perception, the ar tist posits nature as a logical remedy to our fast-paced, screen-oriented epoch. He draws
from the environments around him on Sydney’s Nor thern Beaches – parks, beaches, headlands – creating vibrant
celebrations of the environment. There’s a marine quality to many of the paintings, such as Secret spot, wherein a
psychedelic cohor t of colour framed by a billowing stream of blue embodies Ettelson’s adventures along the East Coast
of Australia, from Palm Beach to Byron Bay, searching for secluded places to car ve out new inspiration.
Together, the works in ‘Ever y thing Is’ form a multifaceted prism of personal experience whilst also offering the viewer
polychromatic platforms for their own imaginings – a place where ever y thing is...
James Ettelson has exhibited throughout Sydney and has been featured in several notable publications, including
Monster Children (2014), Real Living Magazine (2014), Brace Magazine (2014) and Stab Magazine (2012). He has
recently completed a collaboration with boutique Australian surf brand, McTavish, for their ar t board series. His work is
held in private collections in Australia, Hong Kong, Singapore, New Zealand, Switzerland and the USA, as well as in the
public collection of Ovolo Hotel, Woolloomooloo.

JAME S E T TE L SON
Af ternoon delight
acr ylic and mixed media on canvas
152.5 x 152.5 cm (framed)
$9,900

JAME S E T TE L SON
On the mike
acr ylic and mixed media on canvas
152.5 x 152.5 cm (framed)
$9,900

JAME S E T TE L SON
Candy
acr ylic and mixed media on canvas
152.5 x 152.5 cm (framed)
$9,900

JAME S E T TE L SON
Digital dinosaur
acr ylic and mixed media on canvas
122.5 x 182.5 cm (framed)
$9,900

JAME S E T TE L SON
Grand
acr ylic and mixed media on canvas
152.5 x 152.5 cm (framed)
$9,900

JAME S E T TE L SON
Sounds beautiful
acr ylic and mixed media on canvas
152.5 x 152.5 cm (framed)
$9,900

JAME S E T TE L SON
Primitive
acr ylic and mixed media on canvas
152.5 x 152.5 cm (framed)
$9,900

JAME S E T TE L SON
Bright eyes
acr ylic and mixed media on canvas
152.5 x 152.5 cm (framed)
$9,900

JAME S E T TE L SON
Secret spot
acr ylic and mixed media on canvas
152.5 x 152.5 cm (framed)
$9,900

JAME S E T TE L SON
Enter the void
acr ylic and mixed media on canvas
137.5 x 172.5 cm (framed)
$11,000

JAME S E T TE L SON
Positive energ y
oil, acr ylic and mixed media on canvas
102.5 x 102.5 cm (framed)
$8,000
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