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A new presentation of paintings by Dean Home is always an occasion to anticipate and relish; his artistic process and
output renowned for being slow and meticulous. With this lyrical exhibition ‘White Clouds in my Garden’, the artist again
revels in the sensory world, which is as fundamental to his world view as air and water. This distinguished painter is inspired
by sensual beauty in both art and life. Whether it be savouring a French wine, listening to a Bach concerto or contemplating
a Chinese poem, the artist could be considered a true aesthete and synesthete. A master of the still life genre, Home is
renowned for his luxuriant yet delicate floral compositions, but he certainly does not regard himself simply as a ‘flower
painter’.

The artist’s foremost inspirations come from both East and West, drawing upon influences as varied as Italian baroque
painting and ancient Chinese ceramics. His artistic tableaux have regularly been described as ‘super-real’, but rather they
offer a heightened experience of still life, that seems to embrace all the senses. Featuring arrangements of luminous
flowers in bloom - his most recent passion being peonies - these opulent compositions often include fine fabrics, stones,
shells and other items that enhance the sensory pleasure of the painting. The viewer can almost touch the silken fabric, the
cool, polished surface of a Chinese bowl, or the soft touch of the slightly faded flower petals. Through these tactile means
Home reinvigorates the still life genre.

Like Giorgio Morandi and his painting process Home is very select in his groupings of objects for a still life. Each object
needs to hold some personal or metaphoric meaning for him. Like visual meditations, the paintings allude to ‘tactile time’.
The ancient porcelain references materials that endure over time, but can be weathered, cracked and worn, while the
flowers — just past their moment of bloom — reveal the ephemeral nature of organic matter and the transient nature of life.

Originally from Busselton in WA, Home studied at Curtin University in Perth, graduating in 1981 as a figurative painter. After
nearly two decades of practice and approaching 40, the artist, having relocated to Melbourne, felt he still had not found a
genre that fitted his style and vision. Then a trip to Rome altered his entire practice. Visiting the Villa Borghese gallery, he
came across the Caravaggio painting Boy with a Basket of Fruit. He found his attention focused not on the central figure of
the boy, but on the arrangement of fruit instead. This simple impromptu decision changed his trajectory from painting the
figure to painting still life. It was a sage move as the painter has now over fifty solo exhibitions to his credit and is
represented in major state, regional and private collections both in Australia and overseas.



For close to two decades, the artist has collected antique Chinese vessels at various auctions in Melbourne. He somehow
perceives that the essence or spirit of these age-old bowls transmits itself to him and influences his aesthetic choices. Their
forms inspire his new creations, however he decorates these wares with the landscapes of his imagination. His layered
works therefore operate as landscape paintings within a still life genre. These ‘invented’ landscapes come from his
imaginings of Southern Asian vistas and primarily feature mountains and water, traditionally seen as a source of spiritual
power and wisdom.

In his work, The Roar of Water, the artist literally paints a waterfall running off one object and then onto another, until it
becomes a river, then a gentle stream flowing onto a simple cup ornamented with a small pond holding two goldfish. In the
painting, On the Path Home, a pair of timeworn enamel Chinese tea caddies from the early 1800s are adorned with a
winding pathway leading to a small house, representing a kind of spiritual journey back to the small town of his Western
Australian childhood.

Home’s process is long and painstaking. He comments that even the smallest of his paintings must contain a delicate
poetic matrix. The magic for Home lies in an alchemical process, in which a warm dark layer of paint is applied, then
scraped back until an enigmatic quality is achieved that adds a resonant depth to the image. Home remarks that: “I often
say to people, ‘It moves the whole painting from talking to singing’”

This ‘chiaroscuro’ effect also enriches the drama and theatrical element of the composition. Drawing on Chinese landscape
aesthetics, oriental motifs and baroque drama, Home has found his own unique vision that is both classical and
contemporary, spiritual and sensual. He sees his works as short, assembled visual poems. It is in the delicate calibration of
his painted objects that a kind of universal knowledge, harmony or wisdom resides.

Home has a great affection for Rome, where he is a regular visitor. He is strongly animated by the vitality of Italian life,
whereas Chinese art and poetry seems to still his mind. Perhaps it is this combination of stillness and vivacity that makes
his works so visually compelling. These carefully curated images have grown simpler and quieter over time. His colour
palette is more muted with this current series, revealing a new found pensiveness and reflection, that could be related to
the passage of time and the recent loss of a parent. The artist adds: “The pensiveness of looking back in time, at when you
were beautiful or when the world was young and available, there's this sensation of time and transition.”

These ‘visual poems’ present a fine balance between the eternal and the ephemeral, earthly beauty and spiritual
transcendence. The works escalate beyond the real, becoming meditations on the transition of time and the universal
connection of art and nature. Now at age 61, one can only envision that Dean Home’s deep, contemplative art practice will
likely grow richer and more meaningful in time to come.
Victoria Hynes
Arts Editor & Writer



CARAVAGGIO (1571-1610)

Boy with a Basket of Fruit (1593/95)
oil on canvas

70 x 67 cm

Borghese Gallery and Museum, Italy
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Red Peonies at the Gate
oil on board

126 x 156 cm (framed)
$32,500

o




Seaspray and Quiet Discoveries
oil on board

126 x 156 cm (framed)

$32,500




Dusk in the Peacock Garden

oil on board

126 x 156 cm (framed)
$32,500

o




On the Path Home

oil on board

109.5 x 126 cm (framed)
$26,000

o




White Clouds in my Garden
oil on board

151 x 189 cm (framed)
$42,500

o




The Roar of Water

oil on board

146 x 189 cm (framed)
$42,500

o




A Measure of the Blooms
oil on board

89.5 x 139.5 cm (framed)
$24,000




Daughters of the Stormy Mountain

oil on board
89.5 x 139.5 cm (framed)
$24,000




Origins of the Poet's Garden

oil on board

89.5 x 139.5 cm (framed)
$24,000

o




A Little Grace

oil on board

109.5 x 126 cm (framed)
$26,000

o




Indigo River

oil on board

74.5 x 104.5 cm (framed)
$14,500

o




For the Day

oil on board

74.5 x 104.5 cm (framed)
$14,500




Deep Blue Fragments
oil on board

92 x 84.5 cm (framed)
$14,500




DEAN HOME

Born 1961, Busselton, Australia

EDUCATION
1979-81 Bachelor of Arts, Curtin University, Perth, WA

AWARDS, GRANTS & RESIDENCIES

2014  Geelong Contemporary Art Prize, Geelong Gallery, VIC, Finalist

2013 Eutick Memorial Still Life Award, Coffs Harbour Regional Gallery, NSW, Finalist
2012  Eutick Memorial Still Life Award, Coffs Harbour Regional Gallery, NSW, Finalist
2006 Mandorla Invitational Art Prize, Perth, WA, Finalist

2004 Fleurieu Peninsula Art of Food and Wine Prize, SA, Finalist

2002 Mandorla Invitational Art Prize, Perth, WA, Finalist

1995 Moét & Chandon Touring Exhibition — all State Galleries & NGA, ACT, Finalist
1991 Mandorla Invitational Art Prize, Perth, WA, Finalist

1983  TVW?7 Young Artists Awards, Art Gallery of Western Australia, Finalist

1982 TVW7 Young Artists Awards, Art Gallery of Western Australia, Finalist

SELECTED SOLO EXHIBITIONS
2022 ‘Search for the Pearl’, Linton & Kay Galleries, Perth, WA
2021  ‘Journey Through the Peony Garden’, Gallery One, Southport, QLD
2020 ‘Flowing Fragrance: Dwelling in the Green Mountains’, Arthouse Gallery, Sydney, NSW
2019  ‘Travellers in a Distant Land’, Metro Gallery, Melbourne, VIC
‘On a Walk to the Poet’s Garden’, Tweed Regional Gallery & Margaret Olley Art Centre, Murwillumbah, NSW
2018  ‘The River Passes’, Arthouse Gallery, Sydney, NSW
‘An Artist’s Journey’, Metro Gallery, Melbourne, VIC
‘Songbirds, Poets and Mountain Peaks’, Gallery One, Southport, QLD
2017 ‘The Brush that Draws the River’, Metro Gallery, Melbourne, VIC
2016  ‘Travels Under the Red Cliffs’, Arthouse Gallery, Sydney, NSW
‘New Work’, Coffs Harbour Regional Gallery, NSW
‘Blue Skies, Red Berries, Pure Water’, Gallery One, Southport, QLD
2015 ‘Floating Wine Cups’, Arthouse Gallery, Sydney, NSW
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2015
2014
2013

2012
20M
2010
2009

2008
2007

2006
2005
2004

2003
2002

2001
2000

1999
1997

1996

1995
1994

1993

‘Wellspring’, Gallery One, Southport, QLD

‘When | Walk Through the Mountains and Streams’, Metro Gallery, Melbourne, VIC
‘Song Story’, Metro Gallery, Melbourne, VIC

‘New Work’, Arthouse Gallery, Sydney, NSW

‘Nature & Design’, Paintbox Gallery, Canberra, ACT

‘Autumn Pool’, Arthouse Gallery, Sydney, NSW

‘Late Autumn, Stories of the Garden’, Metro Gallery, Melbourne, VIC
‘New Work’, Paintbox Gallery, Canberra, ACT

‘A Petite Comedy’, Arthouse Gallery, Sydney, NSW

‘New Work’, Arthouse Gallery, Sydney, NSW

‘New Work’, Paintbox Gallery, Canberra, ACT

‘New Work’, Arthouse Gallery, Sydney, NSW

‘New Work’, Arthouse Gallery, Sydney, NSW

‘New Work’, Church Gallery, Perth, WA

‘New Work’, Arthouse Gallery, Sydney, NSW

‘New Work’, Qdos Gallery, Lorne, VIC

‘New Work’, Goya Galleries, Melbourne, VIC

‘From C’s Studio’, Church Gallery, Perth, WA

‘New Work’, Goya Galleries, Melbourne, VIC

‘New Work’, Goya Galleries, Melbourne, VIC

‘Nekuia’, BMG Galleries, Adelaide, SA

‘A Passage of Light on the Face’, New Collectables Gallery, Fremantle, WA
‘New Work’, Bulle Galleries, Melbourne, VIC

‘New Work’, New Collectables Gallery, Fremantle, WA
‘Origins and Departures’, Bunbury Regional Gallery, WA
‘The Tumbler’s Vision’, Lyall Burton Gallery, Melbourne, VIC
‘New Work’, New Collectables Gallery, Fremantle, WA

‘New Work’, Lyall Burton Gallery, Melbourne, VIC

‘New Work’, New Collectables Gallery, Fremantle, WA

‘New Work’, Greenaway Gallery, Adelaide, SA

‘Works on Canvas’, New Collectables Gallery, Fremantle, WA
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1992  ‘Origins & Departures’, Bunbury Regional Gallery, WA
‘New Work’, New Collectables Gallery, Fremantle, WA

1991 ‘New Work’, David Ellis Fine Art, Melbourne, VIC
‘New Work’, New Collectables Gallery, Fremantle, WA

1990 ‘New Work’, New Collectables Gallery, Fremantle, WA

1989  ‘Drawings’, David Ellis Fine Art, Melbourne, VIC

1988 ‘New Work’, David Ellis Fine Art, Melbourne, VIC

1984 ‘New Work’, Howard Street Galleries, Perth, WA

SELECTED GROUP EXHIBITIONS
2022 ‘Interconnected, New England Regional Art Museum, Armidale, NSW
‘Summer’, Arthouse Gallery, Sydney, NSW
2021 ‘Coming Home’, Arthouse Gallery, Sydney, NSW
2021 ‘Summer Salon’, Arthouse Gallery, Sydney, NSW
2020 ‘Summer’, Arthouse Gallery, Sydney, NSW
2019  ‘Summer Salon’, Arthouse Gallery, Sydney, NSW
2018 TAG Fine Art at Hong Kong Affordable Art Fair
2017  ‘On Paper’, Arthouse Gallery, Sydney, NSW
‘Artist Profile: Australasian Painters 2007-2017’, Orange Regional Gallery, NSW
2016  Metro Gallery at Hong Kong Central Art Fair
2015  Cat Street Gallery at Hong Kong Affordable Art Fair
‘In the Still’, Arthouse Gallery, Sydney, NSW
2014  ‘Under the Sun, Arthouse Gallery, Sydney, NSW
2012  ‘Australian Still Life, Not Just Another Bowl of Flowers’, Goulburn Regional Gallery, NSW
2001 ‘A Private View’, Charles Nodrum Gallery, VIC
1998-9 ‘Stigma’ Touring Exhibition, UTS Gallery, Sydney, NSW; Bendigo Art Gallery, VIC; Latrobe Regional Gallery, VIC;
Hamilton Art Gallery; Drill Hall Art Gallery, ACT; Swan Hill Regional Gallery, VIC; Flinders University Art Gallery, SA
1991 ‘New Art’, BMG Gallery, Adelaide, SA
1989  ‘New Work’, City of Bunbury Art Gallery, WA
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SELECTED COLLECTIONS
National Portrait Gallery

National Australia Bank

Telstra Collection

Bunbury Regional Gallery
Murdoch University

Leeuwin Estate Collection

MLC Hawthorn

New Norcia (Mandorla) Collection
Perth City Collection

Albany City Collection

Bayswater Council

Busselton Council

ArtBank

Bond University

Australian National Academy of Science

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS
Ken McGregor, ‘Dean Home: An Artist’s Journey’, Thames & Hudson, 2018

SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY

Stuart Elliott & Diane Roberts, ‘Closet Circus: Works from the Horn Collection’, 2008

Anna Tsang, The Peninsula Hotel Group Magazine, Mar 2014

Alan McCulloch, Susan McCulloch, Emily McCulloch Childs, ‘The New McCulloch’s Encyclopedia of Australian Art’, 2006
Ken McGregor, ‘Unfinished Journey’, 2006

Max Germaine, ‘Artists and Galleries of Australia’, 1990
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